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About Flash Album Generator

Ever wanted to have a nifty flash gallery for all your photos? With the Flash Album
Generator you can do that quickly and easy! This extension will resize your photos with
Fireworks, create thumbnails and put them in an amazing Flash Album. The album is
generated from Dreamweaver within a few clicks! All your photo’s will be displayed online
instantly in a cool Flash Photo Viewer that is fully customizable to your site design.

Note: You need Fireworks MX (2004) to use this extension

Features

e Fully integrated in Dreamweaver;
» interactive dialog in Dreamweaver with all the options you’ll need;

Flash Album Generator, 1.02 E

Flash Album Generator o

This extension will resize your photos with Firewaorks, create thumbnails and
put them in an amazing Flash Album. The Album is generated from
Z Dreamweaver within a Few clicks! All your photo's will be displayed online
instantly in & cool Flash Photo Yiewer,

Creation Dptions

Gallery Title: | CEBIT200S |

Source Images Folder: |fi|E:,|’HLUFDtDsJ‘CEBIT 2005/ pics| ‘ [Erowsa..‘ ]

Deestination Folder: |FiIE:,l’HM|,|’ExtEnsiDns,iF|ash Album Generator ‘ [Erowsa..‘ ]

Thumbnail Format: | JPEG - Better Quality Show filenames
Fhoto Format: | JPEG - Better Quality Reesize bo fit: 450 |x

Yisualization Options

Max Image Dimension: | 450 Stage Padding:
Text Color: || 0x000000 BaColor: [ | 0xFFO000

Frame Color: E OxFFFFFF Frame Width: l:l
Thumbnail Calumns: l:l Thumbnail Rows:
Mav Position: Mav Direction: | Left ko Right s

‘ @ Uze this field to specify the title of the Image Gallery, ‘

[J_’-J K, Copyright ©2001 - 2005 DMXzane.com

Using the Simpleviewer from airtight Interactive

» aninline property inspector so that you can easily change visual options later on
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it = Properties

E Flazh Album i Thumb Riows Mlaw F'Ds| BEiottam v| [ Preview J
ot | [Cebirznos H ThumbCols 5 | MavDir|LeftioRight v |

Text:ﬂ Frame:ﬂ Frame width: D
bg:ﬂ Stage Padding:

Live preview in Dreamweaver:

» With a single click on the preview button in DW you can see within Dreamweaver itself how
your photo album will look like and navigate within the photos!

) Macromedia Dreamweaver MX 2004 - [Untitled Document (test/cebit2005. htm*)]

File Edit View Insert Modify Text Commands Site ‘Window Help

Common ¥ QE& @'&'|'Wﬁﬂiz’

cebit2005, htr™

ElCUde |ESplit | Design] Title: |Untithed Document

O,

“hody > [<obiect# Cebit2005 =

i ¥ Properties

Flash Alburm W (300 Thumb Rows |1 | Maw F'os| E'ottom - | EM
’._E?r' Cebitz005 H Thumb Cols |5 | Py Dir| Left ta Riight v|
Text:g Flame:ﬂ Frame width: El

bg:ﬂ Stage Padding: D
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Cool transition effects and easy navigation
» Navigation within the photo album has never being easier
Automatically generated thumbnails
» Auto generate your thumbnails with the right size and crop them if needed
Automatically generates and edits photos XML file
» The extension creates the photo album XML files fully for you! No need to dig in a difficult XML
format everything is fully visual now
Images are automatically scaled in the Flash viewer
» The Flash Viewer is using a smart imaging technique so that your images always fit in the
display
Original images can be automatically resized to fit the specified size while the proportions are
maintained
Extended viewer properties
» Adjust the viewer to fully fit your needs and site layout. You can set number of options like title
of the gallery, text color, frame color and width as well layout and navigation

Special features of the Flash viewer

The Flash Album Generator a well known Flash viewer from Airtight Interactive, featuring;

Intelligent image pre-loading.

Intuitive image navigation

Lightweight (12k).

Customizable interface - Set text color, frame color and width, navigation position.
Resizable interface - Interface scales to fit browser window.

Cross platform (requires Flash 6 or higher).

Flash 6 detection. Users without Flash 6 are redirected to an upgrade page.
International font support.

Keyboard Navigation (left and right cursor keys)

You can find more information on the Flash Album Generator at this page.
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Creating the album

Before you start, define your site in Dreamweaver. This page shows you how to define your site. Start the
extension by clicking on the Commands menu in Dreamweaver and choosing the Flash Album Generator

option. Or by pressing the &7 icon in the object pallet.

£) Macromedia Dreamweaver MX 2004 - [Untitled Document (test/album.htm)]
File  Edit Modify Text BEEEEEN Sike  Window  Help
i ﬁ = % | Start Recaording ZErl+Shifk+
Play Recorded Command
Edit Command List. ..
et More Commands. ..

wi|Cod  Manage Extensions. .. |<=>|

Apply Source Formatking

Apply Source Formatting ko Seleckion
Clean Up HTML. ..

Clean Up \Ward HTML. ..
AddjRemove Metscape Resize Fix...

Miew  Insert

alburn, hkm

Cptimize Image in Fireworks, .,
Create Web Photo album, .,
Set Color Scheme. ..

W 00 -1 o s W [

Format Table. ..

10 5

11 rtT Bl E r
as n aeneratar

12 asn &loum aeneratar
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A new dialog will appear, we’ll start by filling in the Creation Options.

First we’ll fill in the title. Then we select the Source Images Folder (the folder with the photo’s you want to use
for your photo album) and then we’ll select the Destination Folder where the gallery resides.

Now we just have to fill in the Thumbnail Format and Photo Format to determine the quality vs. image size
options for the thumbnails and photo’s.

With the Show filenames option you can enable or disable the display of the flenames of your selected
photo. The Resize to fit option enables you to resize the images of your album to the specified size
(width x height).

Flash Album Generator 1.02

Flash Album Generator

K
ﬂ This extension will resize wour photos with Fireworks, create thumbnails and

puk them in an amazing Flash Album, The Album is generated from Cancel
,\ﬁ? Dreamweaver within a few clicks! all wour photo's will be displayed onling

instantly in a coal Flash Phoko Viewer,
I Creation Options I

Gallery Title: | CEBIT2005 |

Help

Source Images Folder: |Fi|e:,|',|',|'L|,|'Fn:ntn:ns,l'CeBIT 2005/ pics! | [Bru:uwse... ]

Destination Folder: |File:,l',l',l'MI,l'extensiu:uns,l'FIash Album Generatur| [Brnwse... ]

Thumbnail Format; |JF‘EG - Better Quality V| Show filenames

Phioka Farmak: |JF'EG - Betker Qualiby | Resize ko Fik: "

¥isualization Options

Max Image Dimension: | 450 Skage Padding:
Texk Color: ﬂ Bg Color: ﬂ

Frarne Color: Q Frarne \Width: |:|
Thurmbnail Colurmns: |:| Thumbnail Fows:
Maw Position: May Direction:

@ Ilse this Field to specify the title of the Image Gallery.

Copyright ©2001 - 2005 DMXzone.com

Using the Simpleviewer from Airtight Interactive

Let’s fill in the Visualization Options. First we enter the Max Image Dimension option which determines the
maximum size of the full version of the selected photo.
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The Stage Padding determines the distance between the thumbnails and the full version of the selected
photo. To prevent to much spacing at the top of your selected photo or the overlapping of your photo
album title by the selected photo, enter a low number for this value or set it to 0.

After that you can change the background, text and frame color, the default background color is white, the
default text color is black and the default Frame color is white.

Now you can enter the Frame width to determine the size of the frame (border) around the full version of the
selected photo.

After that we’ll select the number of Thumbnail Columns and Rows.

Pl ease note that a thunbnail needs approxi mately 30px of horizontal and vertical space,
so pl ease choose a | ogical nunber in accordance to the Flash size that we'll enter
later in the property inspector. If you select to many rows or colums, the full
version of the selected photo will be resized to a snaller format.

Finally we’ll select the position of the navigation (a list of clickable thumbnails) and the Navigation direction
(for the option left to right, the first thumbnail is positioned on the left side).

Press OK to generate your album.
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Flash Album Generator 1.02

Flash Album Generator

This extension will resize wour photos with Fireworks, create thumbnails and
puk them in an amazing Flash Album, The Album is generated from
< | Dreamweaver within a Few dicks! Al vour phoka's will be displayed online

instantly in a cool Flash Photo Yiewer, Help

Creation Options

Gallery Title: | CEBIT2005 |

Source Images Folder: |Fi|e:,|',|',|'L|,|'Fn:ntn:ns,l'CeBIT 2005/ pics! | [Bru:uwse... ]

Destination Folder: |File:,l',l',l'MI,l'extensiu:uns,l'FIash Album Generatur| [Brnwse... ]

Thumbnail Format; |JF‘EG - Better Quality V| Show filenames

Phioka Farmat: | JPEG - Betker Qualiby Resize ko Fik: "

¥isualization Options

Max Image Dimension: | 450 Skage Padding:
Texk Color: ﬂ Bg Color: ﬂ

Frarne Color: Q Frarne \Width: |:|
Thurmbnail Colurmns: |:| Thumbnail Fows:
Left o Ron: v

Mavw Paosition: Mav Direction: | Left o Right | »

@ Ilse this Field to specify the title of the Image Gallery.

Copyright ©2001 - 2005 DMXzone.com

Using the Simpleviewer from Airtight Interactive

Fireworks, will start automatically to resize your images. In the status (batch) window you’ll see the total
number of number of images that have been resized, the total number of images that need to be resized

and the image name.
Batch Progress

13 af 13 files processed

IMiG_1437.IPG

K - Cancel

After Fireworks has finished the batch process, Dreamweaver will give you the following notice;
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Macromedia Dreamweaver MX 2004

' Albunn is successful created,
e Don't forget ko copy the viewer,swf, CEBIT.xml and the Folder File: [ M| fextensions/Flash Album Generator fhelpfexample3).

Be sure to copy the viewer.swf, you XML file and the photo folder to your server.
Press OK and press f12 to preview and save. That’s it you’ve created your own photo album!

Note: If your site is on a remote host, you have to upload the HTM, SWF, XML files and the folder with the
photos to your server.

Below is an example;

IMG_1479jp0
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Editing the album

In this chapter we’re going to edit the properties of the photo album using the property inspector of
Dreamweaver. Click on the Flash object in the design view to display the properties of the photo album.
Below is a screenshot of the property inspector.

ii w Properties

Flash Album ! |1':":':4 Thumb Rows Maw F'DS| Eattam v| [ Freview ]
| [pebizoos | Thumb Cals D av Dir| Left to Right v |

Text:ﬂ F"""""E:Q Frame 'width: El
hg:ﬂ Stage Fadding:

The name of the XML file is displayed at the left side of the screen, this is also the Flash ID name.
ii w Properties

Flazh Album ol |1':":':4 Thumb Riows hlaw F'DS| Eottom LY | [ Freview ]
"‘—"Ji'd] ll:ebitZDDE I H ThumbCols (8| HawDi Leftto Fight v |

Text:ﬂ F"""""E:Q Frame 'width: El
hg:ﬂ Stage Fadding:

You can view your changes by pressing the preview button;
ii w Properties

Eﬁ Flazh Album ol |1':":':4 Thumb Riows hlaw F'DS| Eottom LY | .
»d | H

(Ceetit2005 Thurmb Cols D Maw Dir| Left to Right v |

Text:ﬂ F"""""E:Q Frame 'width: El
hg:ﬂ Stage Fadding:
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You can also change the width and height of your album dynamically by changing the width and height
fields;

i w Properties

ﬂ Flazh Album 'l.-.l'I|3':":' Thumb Fiows Mau F'Ds| Ecttom L | [ Preview |
| [Cebizos | 500 Thumb Cols D Hav Dir| Left ta Right v |

Tm:ﬂ F"""""E':Q Frame width: 1 |
ba: [ Stage Padding:

i w Properties

ﬂ Flazh Album u Thumb Fiows Mau F'Ds| Ecttom V| [ Preview |
#24f | |Cebit205 H Thumb Cols D Paw Di | Left o Right v|

Tm:ﬂ F"""""E':Q Frame width: 1 |
bg: [ Stage Padding

Here is a screenshot of the album with the changed width and height fields;
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As you can see there are too many thumbs to fit in our album. Let’s change the number of columns to 3 to fix
this;

i w Properties

E Flash Album '-.-.-' 3'3"3' Thumb Raws e F'ns| Battam v| L Preuizw J
,,_{ﬁ? |':’E":'it2':":'5 | - Thumb D:uls- Maw I:I|r| Left ta Right w |

Tm:ﬂ F"""""E':Q Frame width: 1 |
ba: [ Stage Padding:
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Here is a screenshot of the album with 3 columns;

| [N TR,
Wil '”.”'.-
A
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You can also change the number of rows but we’ll leave those the same for now;
i w Properties

E Flazh Album it |1':":':4 Thumb Hnws|]3 T F'Ds| Bottom v| [ Preview J
» | [Cebitzoos || Thumb Cals [5 MawDir| LefttoFight |

Text:ﬂ Frame:ﬂ Frame width: D
bg:ﬂ Stage Padding:

Let’s change the Navigation Position to “top™:
i w Properties

Flazh Album W |3':":' Thurmb Rows Maw Pos| Top L
i i
| [cebirzons | T MawDir| Leftto Right %

Tm:ﬂ F"""""E':Q Frame width: 1 |
bg: [ Stage Padding

E FPreview i

Here is a screenshot of the album with the navigation position set to top;
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Let change the navigation direction to go from right to left;
i w Properties

E Flash Album " |3U':' Thumb Rows Mau Pos| Top i m]
7 i
| [cebizons || Thumb Cols Maw I:IirI Righttoleft I

Text:ﬂ Frame:ﬂ Frame width: D
bg:ﬂ Stage Padding:

Here is a screenshot of the album with the navigation direction set from right to left;
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To change the text color of the movie you can use the color picker or enter a hexadecimal value in the
property area.

i w Properties

. Flash Album w |3':":' Thumb Fiows Maw F'Ds| Top V| [ Preview |
2 I Cebit200s | Thumb Cols Hav Dir| Right to Left v |

reu [ I F"""""E':Q Frame width: 1 |
bg: [ Stage Padding

Here is a screenshot of the album with the changed text color;
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You can also change the frame and background color but we’ll leave those for now. Let’s change the
Frame width to 5;

i w Properties

. Flazh Album w |3':":' Thumb Fiows Maw F'Ds| Top V| [ Preview ]
»4f| [cebitooos || Thumb Cols Paw Di | Fight to Left v|

= I Frame: [ [ Framewidns |
hg:ﬂ Stage Padding: |3

Here is a screenshot of the album with the changed text color;

02.jpo
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Let’s decrease the stage padding to 0;
i w Properties

Flash Album it |3':":' Thumb Fiows B F'Ds| Top v| [ Preview |
> I Cebitzoos |, Thumb Cols Mav Oir| Fight to Left v |

Text:ﬂ Frame:ﬂ Frame width: D
bg:ﬂ 4999999 Stage Padding: [0 | I

If you watch clearly, you see that the image size has increased by a few pixels because it has a bit more
room (because of the decreased padding);

02.jpg

This concludes our tutorial. We’ve shown you how to use our extension and we hope you’ll enjoy it!
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Reference

Flash Album Generator

Flash Album Generator

This extension will resize wour photos with Fireworks, create thumbnails and
puk them in an amazing Flash Album, The Album is generated from
< | Dreamweaver within a Few dicks! Al vour phoka's will be displayed online

instantly in a cool Flash Photo Yiewer, Help

Creation Options

Gallery Title: | CEBIT200S |

Saurce Images Folder: |Fi|e:,|',|',|'L|,|'Fn:ntn:ns,l'CeBIT 2005/ pics| | [Bru:uwse... ]

Diestination Folder: |FiIe:,l',l',l'MIIextensiDns,l'Flash Album Gl| [Brnwse... ]

Thumbnail Format; |JF‘EG - Better Quality |

Phato Format: | JPEG - Better Quality v

¥isualization Options

I

Max Image Dimension: | 450 Skage Padding:

Texk Color: ﬂ Bg Color: |

Frame Color: ﬂ Frarme width:
Thumbnail Columns: |:| Thurmbnail Rows:
Maw Posikion: Maw Direction: | Left o Right |

|i

0xFFFFFF

@ Ilse this Field to specify the title of the Image Gallery.

Copyright ©2001 - 2005 DMXzone.com

ri]

lpy

In this paragraph we give a short overview of the features of the Flash Album Generator extension;

e Title: Use this field to specify the title of the Image Gallery.

e TextColor: If you'd like you can change the color of title and caption text. You can use the color picker or
enter a hexadecimal color value.

e FrameColor: Use this property to change the color of image frame, viewed icon, load bars and thumbnail
arrows. You can use the color picker or enter a hexadecimal color value.

e FrameWidth: Enter the width of the image frame (border) in pixels.
StagePadding: Enter the StagePadding to specify the distance between image and thumbnails in pixels.
Source Images Folder: The source images folder specifies the source folder of your photo’s. This can be
any folder on your local hard drive or network drive;

e Destination Folder: The Destination Folder specifies the folder where the photo album and the resized
images are stored. You need to upload this folder to you web server;

Copyright © 2005 DMXzone.com All Rights Reserved
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e Thumbnail format: adjust this parameter to determine the quality vs. image size options for the
thumbnails

e Photo format: adjust this value to determine the quality vs. image size options for the photo’s;
Max image dimension: The maximum dimensions of the selected picture (full size photo);
Background color: The color of the background of your album.

On the next page is a screenshot of the general layout of the extension.

Text color
Frame width fixed

h
Title

nn
n“

>} Image description

Frame width

Stage
padding
minus 9px

Frame color
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e thumbnailRows: Enter the number of rows that are used to display the thumbnails.

e thumbnailColumns: Enter the number of columns that are used to display the thumbnails.

Title

Image description

Copyright © 2005 DMXzone.com All Rights Reserved
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e navPosition: This option sets the position of the thumbnails relative to image. You can select “top”,

“bottom”,”left” or “right”.

Title

Thumb Thumb

Nav position left

Thumb Thumb

Image description

Title

Thumb Thumb

A

Nav position right

Thumb Thumb

Image description
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Title

Thumb

Thumb

Thumb

Thumb

Image description

A

Nav position top

Copyright © 2005 DMXzone.com All Rights Reserved
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Title

Thumb

\

Thumb

Thumb

Thumb

Image description
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e navDirection: This option sets the direction of navigation. You can choose from Left to Right or Right to Left

Title

Thumb Thumb ( Nav direction left to right

A

Thumb Thumb

Image description

Title

Thumb Thumb j Nav direction right to left

Thumb Thumb

Image description
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FAQ

Q: | changed a parameter but the change is not visible at my live site.

A: Make sure you’ve uploaded your gallery XML file to your server and that you’ve deleted your browser
cache.

Here is a link that shows you how to do this for internet explorer 6.

Here is a link that shows you how to do this for other browsers.

Q: My photo album says it is missing a file
A: You need to upload the viewer.swf and XML file and the folder that you’ve specified for your photo’s to
your server

Q: My selected image is depicted to small
A: Lower the number of thumbnail rows and columns to be displayed

Q: When | click on my selected picture (the full size picture), Dreamweaver scrolls down
A: This is caused by the Dreamweaver interface, please select the Show design view option in
Dreamweaver.

Q: Some of the items such as my album name, are not visible
A: The album has to many items to display within the specified album width and height. Adjust the
dimensions of your photo album and lower the number of thumbnail rows and columns to be displayed.

Q: I want to display a background image
A: Set the wmode parameter in the Flash movie to transparent, on this page there is an explanation on how
to do it. Other values for the wmode parameter are explained here.

Q: Can | reduce the spacing above and below the main image?

A: Flash Album Generator is designed to show both tall and wide images, therefore the image area is
square. If you are showing only wide images, this will result in blank space above and below the image.
Reduce your Stage Padding or set it to 0.

Q: My photo’s overlap the title of my album
A: Reduce your Stage Padding or set it to 0.

Q: My album doesn’t display my photos
A: Please make sure that the page of your Flash Album is saved in the site that is defined in Dreamweaver to
prevent path problems. You can also change the path to your images in the XML file.

Q: Where can | find more information on the Flash Alboum Generator?
A: You can find more information on the Flash Alboum Generator at this page.

Q: Can | change the size of the thumbnails?
A: The thumbnails have a fixed size in the Flash viewer so they cannot be changed.
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